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for peace and the yearning that I see every-
where.

In Damascus today, when I was riding
along the road and people would stop their
working or children would crowd around
their buildings, the play yards, and wave a
greeting, they did it because they see the
United States as the instrument of peace to
bring these two nations together or at least
to make it possible for them to come to-
gether. These are all things that you know,
but until you see it, it’s a very different thing,
indeed.

I also come away from this trip profoundly
grateful to the leaders of Israel and Jordan
for setting an example that I think will give
confidence to the efforts that others will
make now to resolve the problems in the
Middle East.

I also came away, frankly, with a much
clearer idea of what things the United States
can do and indeed what we must try to do
to help make peace successful from a security
point of view and from an economic point
of view.

So all these things I leave with. But the
most important thing is the deep yearning
for this to work. I saw it in the energy in
the Knesset tonight. We saw it in the energy
and the passion in the Jordanian Parliament
last night. And I have seen it on the streets
of every place I have been in the eyes of
the people. I think we are on the right his-
toric mission, and we need to redouble our
efforts until we finish.

Prime Minister Rabin. May I, Mr. Presi-
dent? In the last 15 years, the President of
the United States did help and attended sign-
ing of the peace treaty between an Arab
country and Israel.

NOTE: The President’s 77th news conference
began at 12:55 p.m. in the Convention Center.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this news conference.

Statement on Signing Legislation on
United States Policy on Haiti
October 25, 1994

Today I have signed into law S.J. Res. 229,
‘‘Regarding United States policy toward
Haiti.’’

In signing this joint resolution, it is impor-
tant to clarify the interpretation of a provision
related to the President’s authority and re-
sponsibility as Commander in Chief.

Section 2 of the resolution calls, inter alia,
for a detailed description of ‘‘the general
rules of engagement under which operations
of the United States Armed Forces are con-
ducted in and around Haiti.’’ I interpret this
language as seeking only information about
the rules of engagement that I may supply
consistent with my constitutional responsibil-
ities, and not information of a sensitive oper-
ational nature.

Let me take this opportunity to associate
myself unreservedly with the joint resolu-
tion’s commendation of the professional ex-
cellence and dedicated patriotism with which
the men and women of the U.S. Armed
Forces are performing their mission in Haiti.

The combination of determined diplomacy
and military resolve achieved, just 1 month
ago, an agreement that permitted the peace-
ful deployment of U.S. and multinational
forces to Haiti pursuant to the provisions of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
940. And on October 15, culminating 3 years
of international efforts led by the United
States, Haiti’s democratically elected Presi-
dent, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, stood on the
steps of the Presidential Palace in Port-au-
Prince and addressed tens of thousand of his
countrymen and women in an atmosphere
of joy, reconciliation, and rebuilding.

That historic achievement capped a
breathtaking month of democratic restora-
tion and the beginnings of Haiti’s economic
recovery, all made possible by the dedicated
efforts of our service men and women in
Haiti. The Haitian people no longer live in
fear; they now have hope. The coup leaders
are gone from Haiti and the thugs are no
longer in control. Haiti’s parliament is open.
It has enacted an amnesty law and is busy
laying the legislative groundwork for stronger
democratic institutions. The Mayor of Port-
au-Prince has been restored to office after
3 years of internal exile, the legitimate Prime
Minister and Cabinet have reclaimed their
offices, and the state media are back at the
service of the people. The lights are on again
in Cap-Haitian after 2 years of darkness as
electrical service is expanded throughout the
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country. With the lifting of all U.S. and inter-
national sanctions upon President Aristide’s
return to Haiti, commercial fuel and food
shipments and airline service have resumed.

The full restoration of democracy opens
a period of hope for the Haitian people. Only
they can reconcile their country. As the inter-
national community supports them with a
major program of economic assistance, our
military personnel participating in the multi-
national force will maintain the climate of
basic security in which those goals can be
achieved. Through police monitors and train-
ers, the multinational force will lay the
groundwork for the transition of the Haitian
army to a professional defense force and for
the creation of a civilian police force.

We expect that within months, the bulk
of our military personnel will leave Haiti. The
multinational coalition will transfer respon-
sibility to the United Nations Mission in Haiti
in accordance with United Nations Security
Council Resolution 940. Our forces’ accom-
plishments in the last month have been su-
perb. I am confident they will maintain their
outstanding record and leave a Haiti poised
to consolidate its hard-won democracy, cre-
ate a brighter future for all its people, and
become a factor for stability in the region
and hemisphere.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 25, 1994.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 229, approved October 25, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–423. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 28.

Exchange With Reporters in
Jerusalem
October 28, 1994

Holocaust Memorial
Q. Mr. President, Voice of Israel, live—

a word if I may. What did you put in writing
in the guestbook, sir? May I bother you to
approach the mike, sir, please?

The President. I wrote that today we are
one step closer to the time when the people
of Israel can live together in peace with all
of your neighbors, the time when people of

Israel will never again suffer death and de-
struction—the events that are memorialized
here—simply because of their race or their
faith, and may God let it come to pass.

President’s Visit
Q. Mr. President, how would you summa-

rize your visit in Israel?
The President. It was a wonderful visit.

I was deeply touched by the reception of the
people, grateful for the opportunity to ad-
dress the Knesset. I leave redoubled in the
support of the American people for the peo-
ple of Israel and redoubled in my determina-
tion to continue until we have a comprehen-
sive peace.

Q. What will be your message to your
troops in Kuwait, sir?

The President. I’m very proud of them.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:49 a.m. at the
Vad Vashem. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to United States and
Coalition Troops at Tactical
Assembly Area Liberty in Kuwait
October 28, 1994

The President. Who said, ‘‘Go, hog’’
there?

Audience members. Go, hog!
The President. There’s a reward for you

somewhere. That’s good.
General Peay, General Taylor, Crown

Prince Saad. Thank you all for your service.
Thank you, Crown Prince Saad, for your fine
words. I’m delighted to be here in Kuwait
with all of you: with General Peay, with Gen-
eral Taylor, with General Ali; with the Ku-
waiti Armed Forces, with our coalition part-
ners from the United Arab Emirate and from
Great Britain.

I’m especially glad to be here with all of
you Americans in uniform. I understand—
when I was getting briefed to come over
here, I was being briefed by an earnest young
person who said that I just didn’t understand
what you had been up against, that in addi-
tion to dealing with Iraq, you’ve been
plagued by a pretty severe case of Shamal,
the desert sandstorm that can make life pret-
ty rough around here. That has been offered
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